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that within us which thinks. I do not see how we
can conceive of consciousness as existing or thought
as carried on during an interval of time in which
memory is absolutely non-existent. It seems to me
that the purely psychic theory, as it may be called,
which would discard the body altogether in regard
to the process of thought, is beset by very great
difficulties.

The patent fact that the process of thinking is so
intimately connected with the condition of the brain
has led others to adopt what may be called a purely
materialistic theory. According to this, thinking is
simply and solely a mechanical process taking place
in the material molecules of the brain, depending on
certain motions going on in them, involving a certain
action going on in the body and nothing else. Ac-
cording to this view, inasmuch as the body goes
utterly to corruption at death, the soft pulpy mass
constituting the brain being one of the most readily
perishable parts, the man must come utterly to an
end at death, and therefore the teleological and moral
difficulties mentioned above as besetting natural
theology remain in full force. Or, at least, if for the
sake of evading these difficulties it be supposed that
a fresh organism is afterwards created and started to
continue the motions that had been performed in the
former, just as a tune, a portion of which was played
on an organ that was then demolished, might be